
Teeny Tears Fabric 
Color and Print Guidelines 

 

Welcome to Teeny Tears!  Our project welcomes a range of creativity for our diapers.  We know that all 
volunteer seamstresses that participate within our project join us with unique personalities and preferences in 
their fabric.     
 
The official policy of the Teeny Tears organization is to err on the side of flexibility, creativity, and variety 
whenever possible.  There will be volunteers that have very strong preferences regarding colors and patterns 
based upon their own personal or professional experience.  When in doubt, please email the Teeny Tears 
headquarters team for clarification.   
 

Fabric Do! 
 

1.  Choose your material carefully, keeping in mind the families that will receive your gifts during a very tender and 
difficult time in their lives and will keep one of them for the rest of their lives as a remembrance of the only 
diaper their child was ever able to wear in this life.   

2. Do evaluate the print that it would be appropriate for any and all families that may receive it.  Our families are 
not always offered a choice at the hospital, so we want to make sure that no matter what they receive, the 
diaper is comforting, innocent, and relatable.   

3. Use your discretion and provide a variety!  Many families appreciate gentle pastel colors, while others prefer 
brighter fabrics.  

4. Do choose colors that you love!  As long you have found an otherwise appropriate print, there are no colors that 
are unwelcome for the creation of Teeny Tears diapers.  They are very small splashes of love that cover the 
tiniest of angel bums.  Appropriate colors include:  white, pinks, blues, greens, purples (especially light or 
medium shades of purple), turquoise, yellows, grays, and bits of brown, orange, red, and black.  The exception 
to this rule is that we do not donate solid brown, orange, red, or black diapers.  
 
 

Fabric Don’t! 
 

1. Fabrics with wording are generally not a great choice for our clothing.  Phrases like “happy” or “sleep tight” or 
“joy”, or any number of other words can be unsettling for the families that receive the diapers.  Often words 
are either too specific or casual for a family’s individual situation.  They can also accidentally be cut off during 
the sewing process to spell other unintentional words.  It is best to avoid words altogether to be safe. 

2. We do not donate clothing through this project with skulls and crossbones on them.  We understand that they 
are very popular in fabric stores, but we do not use this fabric under any circumstances for donations.  It is 
highly offensive to the majority of our bereaved families.  

3. Do not donate solid brown, orange, red, or black diapers. 
4. It is impossible for us to make a comprehensive list of prints or themes that would be inappropriate.  We have 

received Budweiser fabric, Mexican margarita hat dance fabric, Halloween fabric, and others.  These fabrics are 
not appropriate for bereavement diapers.  When in doubt, please ask the headquarters team by emailing 
teenytears@gmail.com   

 

mailto:teenytears@gmail.com

